
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
September 3, 2009 
 
Mr. Jonathan Jarvis, Regional Director 
National Park Service 
One Jackson Center 
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700 
Oakland, CA   94607 
 
Dear Director Jarvis: 
 
Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey and I are writing to express our collective request for federal aid in preventing the 
potential closure of state parks located adjacent to, or cradled by, national park land.  
 
As you know, in response to the worst fiscal crisis since the Great Depression, the Legislature cut the state parks budget 
by $8 million, cuts that were made deeper by the Governor’s line-item veto of another $6.2 million from the state park 
budget. Consequently, approximately 100 out of 279 state parks are threatened with full or partial closure. In our 
combined districts, Tamalpais State Park sits inside Golden Gate National Recreational Area and rests against Muir 
Woods National Monument, and Tomales Bay State Park and Samuel P. Taylor State Park are adjacent to the Point Reyes 
National Seashore. As such, these state and federal parks share parking lots, park access and fire protection strategies. It is 
to the mutual benefit of each park that they stay open and are well maintained.   
 
We are pleased to learn that you are having dialogue with representatives from the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation towards forming temporary agreements to provide federal assistance for keeping these state parks open, and 
we offer our assistance in finalizing these plans.  
 
As Chair of the State Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee, I am hopeful that these arrangements will be made 
for other parks in similar locations where there is a nexus between federal and state park lines.  
 
The public throughout the state and nation have high regard for our rich national and state parkland and will support and 
appreciate federal assistance during these historic and unprecedented difficult times for the State of California. We believe 
the experience at federal parks will also be enhanced by such a partnership. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can 
lend assistance in reaching agreement. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

  
JARED HUFFMAN  
Assemblymember, 6th District 
Chair, Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee 
 
cc: Daniel Wenk, Acting Director, National Parks Service 
  Don Neubacher, Superintendent, Point Reyes National Seashore 
   Frank Dean, Acting Superintendent, Golden Gate National Recreational Area 
 George Turnbull, Assistant Regional Director 
   Ruth Coleman, Director State Parks 
   Danita Rodriguez, Superintendent, Marin District 
   Dave Gould, Superintendent Diablo Vista District 
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